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Wilmore Petit (1955-1994) was a Haitian revolutionary who played a pivotal
role in the country's successful struggle for democracy in the late 20th
century. Petit was a charismatic leader, an eloquent orator, and a fearless
advocate for the rights of the Haitian people.

Early Life and Education

Wilmore Petit was born on March 18, 1955, in the small town of Gonaïves,
Haiti. His parents were farmers who worked the land to support their family.
Petit was a bright and ambitious child from an early age, and he excelled in
school.

After graduating from high school, Petit attended the State University of
Haiti in Port-au-Prince, where he studied law and political science. During
his time at university, Petit became involved in student activism. He spoke
out against the repressive dictatorship of Jean-Claude Duvalier and
participated in demonstrations demanding democratic reforms.

A Revolutionary Career
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In 1986, Duvalier was overthrown in a popular uprising. Petit played a key
role in organizing and leading the protests that brought down the dictator.
After the fall of Duvalier, Petit was elected to the Constituent Assembly,
where he helped draft Haiti's new democratic constitution.

In 1991, Petit was elected to the Haitian Senate. He served as the leader of
the opposition to the government of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide.
Aristide was a popular figure, but his administration was marred by
corruption and human rights abuses.

In 1994, Aristide was overthrown in a military coup. Petit was one of the
leaders of the movement that brought down Aristide's government.
However, the military junta that took power was even more repressive than
Aristide's regime.

Petit continued to lead the opposition to the military junta. He was arrested
and tortured by the military, but he refused to give up. In 1994, Petit was
assassinated by a military death squad. He was 39 years old.

Legacy

Wilmore Petit was a true hero of the Haitian people. He fought for
democracy, justice, and human rights in a country that had been plagued
by tyranny and poverty for centuries. Petit's legacy lives on in the
democratic institutions of Haiti today.

In 2014, the Haitian government declared March 18, Petit's birthday, a
national holiday. The day is celebrated as a day of remembrance for Petit
and all those who fought for democracy in Haiti.



Petit's life and work are an inspiration to all who believe in the power of
nonviolent resistance. He showed that even the smallest of nations can
overcome tyranny and achieve freedom.

Wilmore Petit was a courageous and selfless leader who dedicated his life
to the Haitian people. He fought for democracy, justice, and human rights,
and he ultimately gave his life for his beliefs. Petit's legacy lives on in the
democratic institutions of Haiti, and he remains an inspiration to all who
believe in the power of nonviolent resistance.
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