The Guitarist's Music Theory: The Most Useful
Guitar Music Theory

##

Learning music theory can help guitarists improve their playing in many
ways. It can help them understand the structure of music, learn how to
improvise, and write their own songs. However, there are many different
aspects of music theory, and it can be difficult to know where to start.
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This article will provide an overview of the most useful music theory
concepts for guitarists. We'll start with the basics of music theory, such as
notes, intervals, and chords. Then, we'll move on to more advanced
concepts, such as scales, modes, and harmony.

## Notes

Notes are the building blocks of music. They are the individual sounds that
we hear when we listen to a song. There are 12 notes in the Western
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musical system: A, A#, B, C, C#, D, D#, E, F, F#, G, and G#.

Notes can be represented on a musical staff. The staff consists of five lines
and four spaces. Each line and space represents a different note. The
notes are arranged from low to high, with the lowest note on and the
highest note on the top line.

Here is a diagram of a musical staff:

## Intervals

Intervals are the distance between two notes. They are measured in half
steps. A half step is the smallest interval between two notes. There are 12
half steps in an octave.

Intervals can be classified as major, minor, perfect, augmented, or
diminished. Major intervals are two half steps wider than minor intervals.
Perfect intervals are three half steps wider than major intervals. Augmented
intervals are one half step wider than perfect intervals. Diminished intervals
are one half step narrower than minor intervals.

Here is a table of the different types of intervals:

| Interval | Half Steps | Quality I |---1---1---I [ Minor Second | 1 | Minor | |
Major Second | 2 | Major | | Minor Third | 3 | Minor | | Major Third | 4 | Major
| | Perfect Fourth | 5 | Perfect | | Augmented Fourth | 6 | Augmented | |
Perfect Fifth | 7 | Perfect | | Minor Sixth | 8 | Minor | | Major Sixth | 9 | Major |



| Minor Seventh | 10 | Minor | | Major Seventh | 11 | Major | | Perfect Octave
| 12 | Perfect |

## Chords

Chords are groups of three or more notes played together. They are the
foundation of most music. Chords can be used to create harmony, rhythm,
and melody.

There are many different types of chords. The most common types of
chords are major chords, minor chords, and seventh chords. Major chords
have a happy and uplifting sound. Minor chords have a sad and somber
sound. Seventh chords have a more complex and sophisticated sound.

Here are some examples of common chords:

| Chord | Notes | Quality | |---I---I---I | C Major | C, E, G | Major | | C Minor |
C,Eb,GIMinorl1C71C, E, G, Bb| Seventh |

## Scales

Scales are sets of notes that are arranged in ascending or descending
order. They are used to create melodies and solos. There are many
different types of scales, but the most common types of scales are major
scales, minor scales, and pentatonic scales.

Major scales have a happy and uplifting sound. Minor scales have a sad
and somber sound. Pentatonic scales are five-note scales that are often
used in blues and rock music.



Here are some examples of common scales:

| Scale | Notes | Quality | |---I---I---1 | C Major | C, D, E, F, G, A, B | Major | |
C Minor | C, D, Eb, F, G, Ab, Bb | Minor | | C Pentatonic| C, D, E, G, Al
Pentatonic |

## Modes

Modes are different types of scales that share the same root note. There
are seven modes: lonian, Dorian, Phrygian, Lydian, Mixolydian, Aeolian,
and Locrian. Each mode has its own unique sound and feel.

The lonian mode is the major scale. The Dorian mode is similar to the
minor scale, but it has a more upbeat and hopeful sound. The Phrygian
mode has a dark and mysterious sound. The Lydian mode has a bright and
airy sound. The Mixolydian mode is similar to the major scale, but it has a
more bluesy sound. The Aeolian mode is the minor scale. The Locrian
mode is the most dissonant of the seven modes.

Here are some examples of common modes:

| Mode | Notes | Quality | |---I---I---1 | C lonian | C, D, E, F, G, A, B | Major | |
C Dorian |1 C, D, Eb, F, G, Ab, Bb | Dorian | | C Phrygian | C, Db, Eb, F, G,
Ab, Bb | Phrygian | | C Lydian | C, D, E, F#, G, A, B | Lydian | | C Mixolydian
| C, D, E, F, G, A, Bb | Mixolydian | | C Aeolian | C, D, Eb, F, G, Ab, Bb |
Aeolian | | C Locrian | C, Db, Eb, F, Gb, Ab, Bb | Locrian |

## Harmony



Harmony is the combination of different notes that are played together. It is
what gives music its richness and depth. There are many different types of
harmony, but the most common types of harmony are consonance and
dissonance.

Consonance is the combination of notes that sound pleasing together.
Dissonance is the combination of notes that sound harsh or unpleasant
together. Consonance is often used to create a sense of stability and rest,
while dissonance is often used to create a sense of tension and
excitement.

Here are some examples of common consonant and dissonant intervals:

| Interval | Quality | I---1--- | Perfect Fifth | Consonant | | Major Third |
Consonant | I Minor Seventh | Dissonant | | Augmented Second | Dissonant
I

#H#

Music theory is a vast and complex subject, but it is also a very rewarding
one. By learning music theory, guitarists can improve their playing in many
ways. They can learn how to understand the structure of music, learn how
to improvise, and write their own songs.

| hope this article has given you a good overview of the most useful music
theory concepts for guitarists. If you are interested in learning more about
music theory, there are many resources available online and in libraries.

## Further Reading



* [Music Theory for Guitarists]
(https://www.guitarplayer.com/lessons/1591/music-theory-for-guitar-part-
1/35797) * [The Complete Idiot's Guide to Music Theory]
(https://www.amazon.com/Complete-ldiots-Guide-Music-
Theory/dp/1592571409) * [Harmony for Guitarists]
(https://www.amazon.com/Harmony-Guitarists-Ted-
Greene/dp/082560205X)
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