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: A Cornerstone of Political Thought

The English Constitution stands as a seminal work in the realm of political
thought, offering a comprehensive examination of the historical
development and core principles that have shaped the British political
system. This Oxford World Classics edition presents a meticulously edited
and annotated text, making it an invaluable resource for scholars, students,
and all who seek to understand the foundations of modern democracy.

Historical Roots: From Magna Carta to Modern Times

The English Constitution traces its origins to the Magna Carta, a
groundbreaking document signed in 1215 that established the principle of
limiting the monarch's power. Throughout the centuries, the English legal
and political landscape has evolved significantly, with key milestones such
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as the Glorious Revolution of 1688 and the of parliamentary sovereignty.
This edition provides a thorough exploration of these historical
developments, highlighting the gradual emergence of a constitutional
framework that balances the powers of the monarchy, Parliament, and the
judiciary.

Key Concepts: Sovereignty, Liberty, and Rule of Law

At the heart of the English Constitution lies the concept of parliamentary
sovereignty. This principle affirms that Parliament is the ultimate lawmaking
authority in the United Kingdom, with the power to make or unmake any
law. The book also examines the fundamental principles of liberty and rule
of law, which have played a central role in shaping British society and legal
culture. By analyzing these core concepts, the reader gains a deep
understanding of the values that underpin the English Constitution.

Comparative Perspectives: Influences and Parallels

The English Constitution is not only a standalone document but also a
product of cross-cultural influences and historical parallels. This edition
includes insightful comparative perspectives that draw connections
between the English Constitution and other constitutional models around
the world. By examining similarities and differences, the reader gains a
broader understanding of the unique features and global significance of the
English system.

Legacy and Impact: Shaping Modern Democracy

The English Constitution has had a profound impact on the development of
democratic systems around the globe. Its principles of limited government,
representative democracy, and the rule of law have served as a blueprint



for many modern constitutions. This edition explores the enduring legacy of
the English Constitution, highlighting its continuing relevance in shaping
modern political thought and practice.

: A Timeless Masterpiece for Political Study

The English Constitution remains an indispensable work for anyone
seeking to comprehend the foundations of British politics and the broader
principles of democratic governance. This Oxford World Classics edition
provides an authoritative and accessible text, accompanied by expert
annotation and informative essays. Whether you are a scholar, student, or
simply curious about the evolution of political thought, The English
Constitution is a true masterpiece that will enrich your understanding of the
historical, conceptual, and global dimensions of constitutionalism.

Additional Features:

Comprehensive by renowned constitutional scholar

Detailed annotations providing historical context and legal analysis

Essays exploring comparative perspectives and the enduring legacy of
the English Constitution

Timeline and glossary of key terms for easy reference

Durable and attractive hardcover binding
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