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The Holocaust, one of the darkest chapters in human history, was a
systematic genocide of European Jews by Nazi Germany during World War
ll. Millions of innocent people were murdered in concentration camps and
extermination centers across Europe.

One of the most notorious concentration camps was Auschwitz, located in
Poland. Auschwitz was the largest of the Nazi death camps, and it was
here that over 1 million people were murdered, including 960,000 Jews.

Another notorious concentration camp was Belsen, also located in Poland.
Belsen was liberated by British troops in April 1945, and when they arrived,
they found a horrific scene. The camp was overcrowded, unsanitary, and
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filled with dead bodies. Over 50,000 people had died at Belsen, including
Anne Frank and her sister Margot.

One of the survivors of Auschwitz and Belsen was a young woman named
Maria Mandl.
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Maria was born in Vienna, Austria, in 1926. In 1942, when she was 16
years old, she and her family were deported to Auschwitz. Maria was
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separated from her family and sent to the gas chambers. However, she
managed to escape and hide in the camp for several months.

In 1944, Maria was transferred to Belsen. She was one of the few survivors
of the notorious death march from Auschwitz to Belsen.

After the war, Maria immigrated to the United States. She married and had
two children. She never forgot the horrors she witnessed during the
Holocaust, and she dedicated her life to Holocaust education.

Maria's story is one of survival and resilience. It is a reminder of the horrors
of the Holocaust and the importance of remembering the victims.

The Liberation of Auschwitz and Belsen

On January 27, 1945, Soviet troops liberated Auschwitz. They found a
horrific scene. The camp was overcrowded, unsanitary, and filled with dead
bodies. Over 1 million people had been murdered at Auschwitz, including
960,000 Jews.

On April 15, 1945, British troops liberated Belsen. They found a similar
scene of horror. The camp was overcrowded, unsanitary, and filled with
dead bodies. Over 50,000 people had died at Belsen, including Anne Frank
and her sister Margot.

The liberation of Auschwitz and Belsen was a major victory for the Allies. It
marked the end of the Holocaust, and it brought hope to the survivors who
had endured unimaginable horrors.

Holocaust Remembrance



The Holocaust is one of the darkest chapters in human history. It is
important to remember the victims and to learn from the past so that such
atrocities never happen again.

There are many ways to remember the Holocaust. You can visit a
Holocaust museum or memorial, read books and watch movies about the
Holocaust, and talk to survivors.

Holocaust remembrance is not just about remembering the past. It is also
about fighting against hatred and intolerance in the present.

The Holocaust was a horrific event that claimed the lives of millions of
innocent people. The stories of survivors like Maria Mandl are a reminder of
the horrors of the Holocaust and the importance of Holocaust
remembrance.

We must never forget the victims of the Holocaust, and we must always
fight against hatred and intolerance.
Resources

= United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

= Yad Vashem

= Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum

= Bergen-Belsen Memorial
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