
Scotts Bluff National Monument: A Journey
Through Time and Geology
Scotts Bluff National Monument is a geological wonder that tells the story of
millions of years of earth's history. Located in western Nebraska, this
monument features towering sandstone bluffs that rise dramatically from
the surrounding plains. Visitors can explore the area's hiking trails, scenic
overlooks, and historic sites to learn about the natural and human history of
this unique landscape.

Geology of Scotts Bluff

The sandstone bluffs at Scotts Bluff were formed over 30 million years ago
when the area was covered by a shallow sea. Over time, sediment from the
sea floor built up and formed layers of sandstone. The sandstone was then
uplifted and eroded by wind and water, creating the dramatic bluffs that we
see today.
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The bluffs are made up of several different layers of sandstone. The oldest
layer, the Gering Formation, is about 30 million years old. The middle layer,
the Arikaree Formation, is about 23 million years old. The youngest layer,
the Ogallala Formation, is about 5 million years old.

Flora and Fauna of Scotts Bluff

The flora and fauna of Scotts Bluff are adapted to the unique climate and
geology of the area. The vegetation is mostly shortgrass prairie, with some
trees and shrubs growing in the canyons and along the river. The wildlife
includes pronghorn antelope, mule deer, coyotes, and bobcats.

History of Scotts Bluff

Scotts Bluff has been a significant landmark for centuries. Native
Americans used the bluffs as a lookout point and a place to hunt and
gather food. In the 1800s, the bluffs were a prominent landmark on the
Oregon Trail. Thousands of pioneers passed by Scotts Bluff on their way to
the west coast.

In 1919, Scotts Bluff was designated a National Monument. Today, the
monument is managed by the National Park Service. The park offers a
variety of visitor services, including hiking trails, scenic overlooks, and a
visitor center.

Things to Do at Scotts Bluff

There are many things to do at Scotts Bluff National Monument. Visitors
can hike the trails, enjoy the scenic overlooks, and learn about the area's
natural and human history. Here are some of the most popular activities:



Hiking: There are several hiking trails at Scotts Bluff, ranging from
easy to difficult. The most popular trail is the Summit Trail, which leads
to the top of the bluffs. The trail is about 1.5 miles long and has an
elevation gain of 400 feet.

Scenic Overlooks: There are several scenic overlooks at Scotts Bluff
that offer stunning views of the surrounding landscape. The most
popular overlook is the South Overlook, which provides a panoramic
view of the bluffs and the North Platte River.

Visitor Center: The visitor center at Scotts Bluff offers exhibits on the
area's natural and human history. The visitor center also has a
bookstore and a gift shop.

Getting to Scotts Bluff

Scotts Bluff National Monument is located in western Nebraska, about 20
miles east of the town of Gering. The monument is accessible by car via
Highway 26. The nearest airport is the Scottsbluff Regional Airport, which is
about 10 miles from the monument.

Scotts Bluff National Monument is a unique and beautiful place that offers
visitors a chance to learn about the natural and human history of the Great
Plains. The monument's towering sandstone bluffs, diverse flora and fauna,
and rich history make it a must-see destination for anyone visiting
Nebraska.
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