
Race, Rules, and Electoral Politics in New
Orleans, 1965-2006
In the wake of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, New Orleans emerged as a
battleground for racial politics. The city's complex electoral system, rooted
in a history of white supremacy, underwent a series of contentious changes
that shaped the political landscape for decades to come.

The Pre-1965 Era

Prior to the Voting Rights Act, New Orleans was governed by a system of
white supremacy known as the "Old Regular" machine. The machine,
controlled by a small group of white elites, maintained its power through a
combination of voter suppression, gerrymandering, and patronage.
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African Americans, who constituted a majority of the city's population, were
largely excluded from the political process. They faced barriers to voter
registration, were concentrated in districts with reduced electoral power,

FREE

https://bibliography.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlF4QlYrdEI1VXFnTjdhWk4xQTM2UXV2K2FqSnZsUFNRMXJnZjk5MUdvTFNWa1VXcnQzeWdWNE9VK0NcL2tiU3pKeEFJVCtnSGN5amRSMjVrcmNcL1QrS1RlY2FqbGRBalp3NWE1dXA4U2hvVmY5dlFUMTZZdGJwaEl5UW9cL0Nvdm1BNWZQN3lIR0VJSUxHM3E4R0dDaHhYeVphK0tsRkxCQlh4emdRenZGT0RFaVl5RWxYdlcyYW0weDVEOWlUY2M3eiIsIml2IjoiNWE0MzVjOWJlYWI2NWIzNjVlMzgxY2VhNDE2NGRmYzUiLCJzIjoiODVkNzRmN2Y5MGI3Nzk0NCJ9
https://bibliography.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlhGdFpoXC9QSjRid2ozVDNXZFZzbUlKd0VhVExZaGYyTFFzS2xKTDJ4VlRwRWtPYzVXYUhNMVRXczdFejdZbysxR3dmNmd4NnJlbjl2RmxrN1V4S0d1OWQyTDlZWkxjYWMyejhuZ01IMVZGUmJmcnhxd3RpOWIwZUl3SUlHb0Q1Z0VkVnlNQjNhWTEreDFUZWc2d21sdDhUTndIdkY0RlVYYzJPeHFYZE54Q1BmZHRFZ0tTdHNZZjdDNm1LT3VRQnkiLCJpdiI6IjE3N2VlOGM5MmI1MGEzYTBmNzE2NjQxNTk3ODRlODhjIiwicyI6ImRjZmQ4MmZjYTdmMjAxYzUifQ%3D%3D
https://bibliography.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InNFNk4rSFhrYjdoSXNOS0l0MWZUalJpeVJpSVVwNSs0UmhhVU9uTDRIbk1OcUNGb1lFSHh1NzVmeUNKRVRYdTdpR0pRaWMxRElydEtvdDB0VGJrcEJDNEtWNEo5VEJIZTdVT1h1anR6Q0JncFNuWFRON2NWcmJrNkZUXC9NMW1cL3lacE9KQmo0MTdXZXdIMGRmOUE1enlQRjVON3J4Tm92WlBhb0ZFdWh1K29NZlJiU1pTa3pON2JRY2MrTGtDeHJZIiwiaXYiOiIzNWRiODE2MTEzYjhjOGJkMmE1YTRhY2E4MDdjOTdhOSIsInMiOiJhMDhmOGQzYjIzYzg3ZTIxIn0%3D


and were denied access to patronage jobs that provided financial stability
and a pathway to influence.

The Voting Rights Act and Its Impact

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 outlawed discriminatory voting practices and
provided federal oversight of voter registration and elections in areas with a
history of voter suppression.

In New Orleans, the Voting Rights Act triggered a dramatic increase in
African American voter registration. By 1968, nearly 80% of eligible African
Americans were registered to vote, up from just 20% in 1960.

The influx of new voters challenged the Old Regular machine's grip on
power. In 1972, Ernest "Dutch" Morial, an African American Democrat, was
elected mayor of New Orleans, becoming the city's first Black mayor.

Electoral System Reforms

The Voting Rights Act also led to a series of electoral system reforms
designed to increase the political representation of African Americans.

In 1975, the Louisiana legislature adopted a new redistricting plan that
created two majority-Black congressional districts and increased the
number of majority-Black electoral districts for the city council and other
local offices.

In 1987, the city of New Orleans implemented a system of instant runoff
voting (IRV) for the mayoral election. IRV allowed voters to rank candidates
on their ballots, with the winner determined by a series of elimination
rounds until one candidate received a majority of votes.



Political Polarization and Racial Tensions

The changing electoral landscape in New Orleans did not occur without
significant political polarization and racial tensions.

White backlash to increasing African American political power led to the rise
of conservative, anti-integrationist candidates and the formation of the "Old-
New Regular" machine.

Racially charged rhetoric and violence became common in political
campaigns. In 1978, former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke won a seat on
the Louisiana State Legislature by appealing to white voters who felt
threatened by the rise of Black political power.

The Post-Katrina Era

The devastation of Hurricane Katrina in 2005 had a profound impact on
New Orleans' political landscape.

Massive population displacement, combined with the federal government's
slow and ineffective response, led to widespread distrust of established
political institutions.

In the aftermath of the hurricane, a new generation of political leaders
emerged, many of whom rejected the divisive racial politics of the past and
focused on issues of economic recovery and social justice.

Legacy and Significance

The period from 1965 to 2006 was a tumultuous time for race and electoral
politics in New Orleans. The Voting Rights Act and subsequent reforms



transformed the city's political system, leading to the election of the first
African American mayor and increased representation of Black voters.

However, the struggle for racial equality and political power in New Orleans
was far from over. Political polarization and racial tensions continued to
shape the city's politics, even as new leaders sought to build a more
inclusive and just society.

The legacy of the past continues to inform present-day political debates in
New Orleans, as the city grapples with issues of racial disparities,
economic inequality, and the future of democracy in a diverse and divided
nation.

Additional Points of Interest

The "Old Regular" machine was led by former governors Earl Long
and Jimmy Davis.

The Voting Rights Act also prohibited literacy tests and other
discriminatory voting practices.

The instant runoff voting system in New Orleans has been credited
with promoting greater political diversity.

Hurricane Katrina caused an estimated $108 billion in damage and
displaced over 1 million people in New Orleans and surrounding areas.

New Orleans' current mayor, LaToya Cantrell, is the city's second
Black woman mayor.
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