
Novels About WWII - A Detailed Exploration of
the Deutermann Series
The Deutermann series of novels by Siegfried Lenz is a powerful and
moving portrayal of the human experience during World War II. Set in the
fictional town of Rugbüll, Germany, the novels chronicle the lives of a group
of ordinary people as they struggle to survive and maintain their humanity
in the face of unimaginable horrors.

Characters and Themes

The Deutermann novels feature a diverse cast of characters, each with
their own unique strengths and weaknesses. The central protagonist,
Edgar Deutermann, is a young man who is conscripted into the German
army. Through Edgar's eyes, we see the horrors of war firsthand, and we
witness his struggle to maintain his idealism and compassion in the face of
the brutality that surrounds him.
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Other important characters in the series include Edgar's father, Robert, a
teacher who is disillusioned by the war; Edgar's mother, Litta, a strong and
resourceful woman who keeps the family together; and Edgar's sister, Ina,
a bright and independent young woman who is determined to make her
own way in the world.

The novels explore a wide range of themes, including the horrors of war,
the importance of family and community, and the power of hope and
resilience. Lenz does not shy away from the brutality of war, but he also
shows us the moments of beauty and humanity that can be found even in
the darkest of times.

Historical Context

The Deutermann novels are set against the backdrop of World War II, one
of the most devastating conflicts in human history. The war had a profound
impact on Germany, both during and after the fighting. The Deutermann
novels provide a unique glimpse into the lives of ordinary Germans during
this tumultuous period.

Lenz was born in East Prussia in 1926, and he experienced the war
firsthand as a child. His experiences during the war had a profound impact
on his writing, and the Deutermann novels are a powerful testament to the
human spirit's ability to survive and triumph over adversity.

Literary Significance

The Deutermann novels are considered to be among the most important
works of German literature of the 20th century. Lenz's writing is praised for
its realism, its psychological depth, and its lyrical beauty. The novels have



been translated into more than 30 languages, and they continue to be read
and studied by people all over the world.

The Deutermann novels have also been adapted for the stage and screen.
In 1978, a television miniseries based on the novels was produced in
Germany. The miniseries was a critical and commercial success, and it
helped to introduce the Deutermann novels to a wider audience.

The Deutermann novels are a powerful and moving portrayal of the human
experience during World War II. Lenz's writing is both realistic and lyrical,
and he does not shy away from the brutality of war. However, he also
shows us the moments of beauty and humanity that can be found even in
the darkest of times. The Deutermann novels are a testament to the human
spirit's ability to survive and triumph over adversity, and they continue to be
read and studied by people all over the world.

Further Reading

* Siegfried Lenz, _The German War: A Novel_ (translated by Michael
Hofmann, 2010) * W.G. Sebald, _On the Natural History of Destruction_
(translated by Anthea Bell, 2003) * Norman Mailer, _The Naked and the
Dead_ (1948)
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