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In the shadowy underbelly of 18th and 19th century Britain, a sinister trade
flourished: the illicit business of 'resurrection men' who exhumed corpses
from their graves and sold them to medical schools for dissection.
Operating under the cover of darkness, these body snatchers played a
pivotal role in the advancement of medical knowledge, but their actions
also sparked outrage and fear among the general public.

The demand for cadavers in medical schools was high, as dissection was
considered essential for understanding human anatomy. However, the
supply of bodies was limited, as it was illegal to dissect the bodies of those
who had died a natural death. This led to a thriving black market in
corpses, with resurrection men resorting to grave robbing to meet the
demand.
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The resurrection men were often poor and desperate individuals who saw
body snatching as a way to make a quick buck. They would typically work
in teams, with one person keeping a lookout while the others dug up the
corpse. The bodies were then taken to a secret location, where they were
dissected and sold to medical schools.

The activities of the resurrection men caused widespread alarm and
revulsion. People feared that their loved ones' graves would be violated,
and there were even rumors that the body snatchers were murdering
people in order to obtain cadavers. In response, the government passed a
series of laws aimed at curbing the practice of body snatching. However,
these laws were often difficult to enforce, and the resurrection men
continued to operate in the shadows.

One of the most notorious resurrection men was William Burke, who, along
with his accomplice William Hare, murdered 16 people in Edinburgh in
1828. Burke and Hare lured their victims to their lodging house, where they
suffocated them and sold their bodies to the local medical school. Their
crimes were eventually discovered, and they were both hanged in 1829.

The story of Burke and Hare is just one example of the dark and macabre
world of the resurrection men. Their activities were a grim reminder of the
lengths to which some people were willing to go in order to profit from the
dead. However, the resurrection men also played a vital role in the
advancement of medical knowledge, and their legacy continues to be
debated today.

Anatomy Act 1832



In an effort to regulate the supply of bodies to medical schools, the British
government passed the Anatomy Act in 1832. This act allowed for the
dissection of the bodies of those who had died in workhouses or prisons,
and it also provided for the creation of a register of anatomists. The
Anatomy Act helped to reduce the need for body snatching, but it did not
completely eliminate the practice.

Legacy of the Resurrection Men

The resurrection men left a lasting legacy on British society. Their activities
helped to shape the public's perception of death and dissection, and they
also contributed to the development of medical knowledge. Today, the
resurrection men are remembered as a dark and sinister part of British
history, but they also played a vital role in the advancement of medical
science.

The story of the resurrection men is a fascinating and disturbing one. It is a
tale of greed, desperation, and the lengths to which some people will go to
profit from the dead. However, it is also a story of medical progress, and
the resurrection men played a vital role in the advancement of medical
knowledge. Their legacy is a complex one, but it is one that continues to
fascinate and intrigue today.
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