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In the grand and opulent setting of the National Theatre's Olivier stage,
Bryony Lavery's spellbinding portrayal of Louis XIV, the enigmatic and
larger-than-life "Sun King" of France, transports audiences to the glittering
court of Versailles and into the mind of one of history's most iconic
monarchs.
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Lavery's meticulous attention to detail and nuanced performance paints a
vivid portrait of Louis, revealing both the private man and the public
persona. She captures the king's imperious demeanor, his unwavering
belief in his divine right to rule, and his insatiable thirst for power. Yet,
beneath this veneer of grandeur, Lavery uncovers Louis's vulnerability, his
insecurities, and his deep-seated longing for love and connection.

The scenic design by Giles Cadle is simply stunning. The production
evokes the grandeur of Versailles, with its opulent tapestries, gleaming
chandeliers, and sweeping staircases. The use of projected images and
subtle lighting effects creates a captivating visual spectacle that transports
the audience to the heart of the Sun King's court.

Lavery's script is a masterclass in historical fiction. She deftly weaves
together historical events with the personal narrative of Louis, creating a
rich and compelling tapestry that explores the complexities of monarchy,
power, and the human condition. The dialogue is witty, incisive, and
elegantly phrased, capturing the essence of the French court.

Supporting Lavery's tour-de-force performance is an exceptional cast.
Notably, Martina Laird as Madame de Maintenon, Louis's secret wife,
brings depth and nuance to her role. Laird's portrayal captures the
intelligence, ambition, and unwavering loyalty of this enigmatic figure.

Scott Handy as Jean Racine, the renowned playwright, and close confidant
of Louis, delivers a standout performance. Handy's Racine is a complex
and conflicted character, torn between his loyalty to the king and his own
artistic integrity. Handy expertly conveys the inner turmoil of a man caught
in the crosshairs of court intrigue.



Director Jonathan Kent's vision for the production is masterful. He
orchestrates a seamless flow between scenes, creating a captivating and
immersive theatrical experience. Kent's keen eye for detail and his ability to
draw out the most nuanced performances from his cast are evident
throughout.

"Louis XIV: A Portrait of the Sun King" is a triumph for Bryony Lavery, a
must-see for anyone interested in history, theatre, or the complexities of
human nature. Lavery's extraordinary performance, combined with the
exceptional production values and a compelling script, delivers an
unforgettable evening of entertainment and enlightenment.

The production is currently playing at the National Theatre until March 25th,
2023. Don't miss this opportunity to witness one of the most captivating and
insightful theatrical experiences of the year.
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