
An Overview of Buses in London from the
1930s to the 1960s: A Journey Through Time
The 1930s: The Golden Age of Buses

The 1930s witnessed a golden age for buses in London. The city's
transport network was expanding rapidly, and buses were the primary
mode of transport for many Londoners. The iconic Routemaster bus, which
became synonymous with the city, was first introduced in 1938. These
double-decker buses, with their distinctive red livery and open platforms,
quickly became a beloved symbol of London.
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The 1940s: War and Recovery

The Second World War had a significant impact on bus services in London.
Many buses were commandeered for military use, and those that remained
in service were often damaged or destroyed by bombing raids. However,
the post-war period saw a rapid recovery, with the of new bus routes and
the rebuilding of the city's transport infrastructure.
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Many buses were commandeered for military use during the Second World War.

The 1950s: Diesel Power and Modern Design

The 1950s saw the of diesel-powered buses in London. These new buses
were more powerful and efficient than their petrol-powered predecessors,
and they quickly became the standard for the city's bus fleet. The 1950s
also saw the of new bus designs, such as the AEC Regent III, which
featured a sleek and modern look.
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The 1960s: The Rise of the Red Arrow

The 1960s marked a period of significant change for London's buses. The
Routemaster bus was phased out of production, and the city's bus fleet
was modernized with the of new, single-decker buses. The Red Arrow, a
new express bus service, was also introduced in 1965, providing fast and
efficient transport between London's suburbs and the city center.
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The Red Arrow express bus service was introduced in London in 1965.

The evolution of buses in London from the 1930s to the 1960s was a period
of significant change and innovation. From the iconic Routemaster to the of
diesel engines and modern design, buses played a vital role in the
transport network of the city. Today, London's buses continue to be an
essential part of the city's transport system, providing a reliable and
efficient way to get around for millions of Londoners every day.
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